Response
HELGEN AND GROVES' POINT about conservation is well taken. Yet, the major significance of our study is that it reaches beyond the recognition of a high degree of species endemism. Indeed, we have demonstrated that several Sri Lankan taxa not only contain assemblages of endemics, but that these sometimes constitute old branches or distinct clades of the tree of life. Such higher-level endemism is also evident in ranid frogs (Lankanectes) (1), agamid lizards (Ceratophora) (2), and land snails (3). The island may therefore be considered a significant reservoir of ancient lineages and clade evolutionary history (4) . From a conservationist's point of view, this is significant because radiations of tens of species are found exclusively on Sri Lanka. Because some members of these evolutionary lineages can be readily viewed in gardens (e.g., Philautus treefrogs) or in roadside torrents (e.g., parathelphusid freshwater crabs), they are ideal catalysts for stimulating environmental awareness.
With few possible exceptions (mice and shrews), mammals and birds do not show clade-level endemism on Sri Lanka. Therefore, conservation managers could treat the clades of animals and plants as the island's major natural treasure, instead of selecting a single mammal or bird as a flagship species. This strategy will reinforce the fact that not only selected sites, but the island's habitats as a whole deserve protection.
It is in that perspective noteworthy that Sri Lanka's diversity is largely restricted to the formerly rain-forested southwestern "wet zone," where only ~750 km 2 of (highly fragmented) natural forest now survives. Human population density in Sri Lanka is one of the highest of all Global Biodiversity Hotspots (5) . The threats to the unique biodiversity we uncovered, and the challenges to its conservation, are therefore formidable and demand urgent international scientific attention.
